	Year 6


	Geography


	Rivers 



	Key Vocabulary

	Source
	The starting point of a river, often found in the hills or mountains.

	Meander
	A large bend or curve in a river as it flows across flat land.

	Confluence
	The point where two rivers meet and join together.

	Main Channel
	The primary part of the river where most of the water flows.

	Waterfall
	A place where the river flows over a steep drop or cliff.

	Tributary
	A smaller river or stream that flows into a larger river.

	Levee
	A raised bank along the side of a river that helps prevent flooding.

	Floodplain
	The flat area of land next to a river that often floods when the river overflows.

	Estuary
	The point at which a river flows out into the sea.

	Mouth
	The place where a river ends by flowing into the sea, a lake, or another river.

	Delta
	A landform made of deposited sediment at the mouth of a river, often shaped like a triangle.


Prior Learning:
In Year 3 you learnt about the water cycle.
· Precipitation
· Collection
· Condensation
· Evaporation
· Condensation

	Key Knowledge

	A river has three different courses:  the upper, middle and lower course.

	The landscape changes as the river flows between each course.

	Upper Course: rocky, river small in width, mountainous or hilly. River flows quickly. Lots of streams joining as one river. The river flows downhill and is not flat.

	Middle Course : river slows down and starts to meander through the landscape, floodplain and levees are features in this course. River begins to widen.

	Lower Course: River flows at its slowest now. The river widens even more and the land is very open by the river. The river is at its widest point at the mouth of the river.

	Rivers can bring many benefits to those living around them: tourism, leisure and fertile soil for farming.

	Rivers can also bring challenges due to the nature of flooding and the frequency of flooding.
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