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	Viking Vocabulary

	invade
	To attack/ occupy by force.

	longship
	long, wooden ship used by the Vikings

	monastery
	place where monks live and worship

	Lindisfarne
	Lindisfarne, also known as Holy Island, was one of the first landing sites of the Vikings. 

	pillage
	steal in a violent way

	plunder
	Stolen goods

	Danes
	what the Anglo-Saxons called a Viking invader

	Danelaw
	area of England under Viking rule
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How did the Anglo-Saxons take control of
England?

After Alfred, Anglo-Saxon kings took the Danelaw territories back from the
Vikings. Alfred's grandson, Athelstan, pushed English power north as far as
Scotland and was the first king to cloim to be King of all England.

In AD954, the Anglo-Saxons drove out Eric Bloodaxe, the lost Viking king
‘ofJorvik. Later, when Eric was killed in battle, the Vikings agreed to be ruled
by Englond's king.

The most powerful Anglo-Saxon king was Edgar. Welsh and Scottish rulers
‘obeyed him os well os the English, and his court ot Winchester was one of the.
most splendid in Europe.

Anglo-Soxon England reached its peak during Edgars reign.
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Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
n AD793 some Vikings ottacked and destroyed the
monastery of Lindisfarne, killing the monks and taking
precious ormaments.

This marked the start of
the Anglo-Saxonsan:

long struggle between
the Vikings for control of Eritain.

1 the 9th century (AD8OT -900), King Alfred of
Wessexstopped the Vikings toking over Englond.

He agreed to peace with them and some Vikings settled
in their own area of easter England, colled the

Danelaw.
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Kings Vs. Vikings
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How did King Cnut become king?

In Viking times, a king had to be strong to fight and keep
his Land. Ethelred the Unready was thought of os a weak
king of England in the 11th century.

Ethelred gave the Vikings gold ond land to stop them
invading This money was colled Danegeld. But it didn't
work ~ the Vikings took the gold and attacked anyway.

Ethelreds soldiers killed many Viking families in the
Danelaw. This made King Sweyn of Denmark angry. He
invaded England and Ethelred fled to France.

‘Sweyn's son Cnut (olso known s Conute) became king of
Englond. Cnut wos a strong ruler and England became
part of his Viking empire, Later along with Denmark and
Norway.
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Who was 'Edward the Confessor'?

1042 there wos o new king of England called Edward,
clso known os Edward ‘the Confessor

He had no children so it was unclear who would become
King next.

After Edward died, the English Witan (council of Anglo-
Soxon kings) chose Earl Harold of Wessex os the next
King.
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Where did the Vi

Vikings travelled from Scandinavia to Britain. They mostly settled in the
Danelaw, to the north and east of England.

ings settle?
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Where Is Lindisfarne?

Lindisfarne is in the north-east of England, near Berwick-upon-Tweed
and close to Hadrian's Wall. It is a tidal istand, which means twice in
every 24 hours, the tide cuts the island off from the mainland and the
only way to reach Lindisfarne is via boat.
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