
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year: 3 Term: Summer 2 Geography: Field Work Themes: local geography and  
environmental surveys 

Maps 
Maps are mostly two-dimensional (flat) drawings of an area that help you to plan routes from one place to another, or to find certain features such as 

castles or hills.  At the top of most maps is North and a compass can be used to find which direction north is. 
Environment 

The word environment means the places that are all around us.  Fieldwork helps us to look at our environment and take surveys of what we find. 

Local Map: Dovedale Primary School 

 

Helpful phrases to remember cardinal points: 
Nobody Ever Swallows Whales 
Naughty Elephants Squirt Water 

Key Vocabulary 

Compass An important tool for map reading, 
telling you which way is north and 
where to find east, south, and west 
(4 cardinal points). 

8-point 
compass 

To make the 
compass more 
accurate points 
are added 
between the 4 
cardinal points 

NE north-east 

SE south-east 
 

SW south-west 

NW north-west 

Magnetic 
north 

The direction in which any magnetic 
compass will point. 

Grid north Direction of vertical (north-south) 
grid line on Ordnance Survey (OS) map. 

4-figure 
grid 
references 

Grid lines on 
an OS map are 
called eastings 
and northings. 
Each square 
has grid 
reference e.g. 
17, 51.  The 

easting is written before the northing. 

Key Knowledge: using symbols and keys 
 

 

Map Symbols on Ordnance Survey Maps 

 


