	Viking Vocabulary

	Anglo-Saxons
	people living in Britain when Vikings invaded

	Dane
	what the Anglo-Saxons called a Viking invader

	Danegeld
	payment to make the Viking raiders go away

	Danelaw
	area of England under Viking rule

	horn cup
	drinking cup made from animal horn

	invade
	enter a country or area using force

	jarl
	powerful Norse chief

	longhouse
	Viking home made from wood, stone or turf

	longship
	long, wooden ship used by the Vikings

	monastery
	place where monks live and worship

	Norse
	from countries where Vikings came from

	Pagan
	someone who worships many gods or goddesses

	pillage
	steal in a violent way

	Fjord 
	

	saga
	long story or poem told by the Vikings

	vessel
	ship
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Viking Who were they? What did they do?
King The most powerful Ruled the people and everyone looked up to him
person in all the land
Jarls (nobles) | Rich landowners or They employed men to work for them
traders
Karls Everyday people like They weren't as rich or important as jarls but they weren't poor
farmers and craft either
workers
Thralls Bottom of the hierarchy | They did the hardest, dirtiest jobs and if they tried to run away they
(enslaved could be killed. However, if thralls could earn enough money they

people)

«could buy their freedom
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Viking Longship
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Inside a Longhouse

At one end of the longhouse, there would have been a barn area. A family's
animals would be kept there to protect them from cattle thieves and to
shelter them from the cold winter weather. Crops could also have been
stored in the barn area.

In the centre of a longhouse, there would have been a fire. This fire
provided heating, lighting and it was used to cook food too.

There were no chimneys or windows
so the house would be quite smoky.

The fire would be lit constantly.
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Viking Longhouses

Vikings lived in narrow houses called longhouses. Longhouses were often
found in the countryside. Viking houses in cities such as York would have

been smaller.

The roofs were thatched Longhouses were made of
(covered in straw). wood, stone or turf (blocks of
The walls were made lagers of grass with the soil

still on), depending on what

of wattle (sticks
was available in the area.

woven together and
covered with mud).
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. The floor level was sometimes dug below ground level to keep out draughts. “
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The Old Norse Language

The Vikings spoke and wrote in the Old Norse language.

The alphabet that the Vikings used was a little different from the
one we would recognise today. It was called the runic alphabet. J

>t
Runes are usually made up of straight, vertical lines with diagonal \JLMV_J
lines or curves branching off them
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Evidence of the Danes invading England can still be seen today in many
British place names - as the Danes used suffixes to describe towns
and cities. For example:

by (as in Whitby and Grimsby) comes from.
the old Norse for farmstead or village.

- -dale (as in Rochdale) meaning ‘valley'.

- ~thorpe (as in Scunthorpe) meaning
‘new village'.
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The Vikings attack The Vikings capture Alfred the Great They settle
the island of the ity of York becomes the King of permanently in
Lindisfarne. Wessex, England
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Where did the Vil

gs explore?

« The Vikings were great explorers and
travellers. Viking ships reached Britaln,
France, Spaln, Italy and North Africa.
- Traders made long journeys overland
throughRussia, reaching as far south
asConstantinoplein modern-day
Turkey.
- Some merchants traveled further east
toBaghdadin Irag.
= Afew daring explorers made voyages to Iceland and beyond, travelling
across the Atlantic Ocean toNorth America.

« Explorer Lelf Erlkson troveled to Newfoundland in modern-day Canada.
Erlc the Red traveled to Greenland.
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King Alfred agrees The Vikings rule the
toa treaty with North of Scotland.
the Vikings.
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AD 1042 AD 1066

St ing barad i

Normandy o become defeated in the
the ing o Englon. Battle of Hasting.
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How was Viking society organised?
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