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Who were the Scots?
The Gaelic speaking Scotti who came from Ireland were descendants of the Picts who had earlier invaded Ireland, around 200AD. Historians believe that these Irish Scots invaded and claimed land in Scotland in the 4th and 5th centuries. However, some historians 
now believe that the Scots had always lived in Scotland.  

The Scots divided the land in Scotland into 4 
separate kingdoms which were named Dal Riata, 
Pictland, Strathclyde and Bernicia.
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What sources do historians have to use?
The Saxons lived in a period called the dark ages. The time between the Romans leaving and the Normans is known as this because not much evidence exists. However, an important manuscript called the Anglo Saxon Chronicle was written to document things such as farming, laws, wars and battles. They were mostly written in the 9th century, during the reign of King Alfred the Great. The chronicles are written in Old English, the oldest form of the English language. Some historians are very careful when they interpret what was written. 



	



[image: ][image: ]The Legacy of the transition from paganism to Christianity
Many churches, mainly constructed from wood were built all over England. Magic water became Holy water. Abbeys and monasteries were built. It changed our landscape forever.
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	300-400 AD
	Scots invade Scotland. (What the Romans called Pictland.)

	410 
	Romans leave Britain

	449 
	Hengest & Horsa invited to help defend England.

	450 
	Invasions begin from the  Angles/ Saxons/ Jutes

	595
	St Augustine travels to Britain to convert Saxons to Christianity. 

	730
	Bede writes A history of the English church and people.
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Anglo-Saxon Word Meaning Examples of place

names
Ham Village or settlement Nottingham
Bury Fortified settlement Banbury
Ford A shallow river crossing Oxford

Minster Amonestery Westminster
Gate Agate Highgate
Ton Enclosed village or farm Luton

Strat Roman road Stratford
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In AD 597, a Roman monk was
sent to tell the Anglo-Saxons
about Christianity. Monks
dedicate their lives to their
religion. The King of Kent was
the first to be converted.

Over the next century, the
rest of Britain converted to
Christianity too.
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King Oswald gave Aiden
the island of Lindisfarne,
where he built a monastery.
Lindisfarne is also known
as Holy Island. This was
home to many monks who

were successful in spreading

Christianity across the North
of England. ‘
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Key Vocabulary

Tribes from an area today known as
modern day Denmark that settled in Britain
Angles from around AD 450. They were one of

the tribes that became known as the first
Anglo-Saxons.

A tribe from the north coast of Europe,
especially Germany, that settled in Britain
Saxons from around AD 450. They were one of
the tribes that became known as the first
Anglo-Saxons.

Tribes originally from Scotland who were

Picts
h often feared

People from Ireland who, Like the Picts, were
Scots

fierce and powerful fighters.
- People who enter an area and take control of
invaders

it by force.
kingdom | An area ruled by a king or queen

Someone who follows the Paganism religion
Pagan

and worships many gods and goddesses.
Christianity | * reision based on the teachings of

Jesus Christ,
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Settling Down

The Anglo-Saxons preferred to live very differently to the Romans who had
established large towns in Britain during their rule. Places like London and
Cirencester, which were thriving centres under the Romans became much smaller
and quieter during the Anglo-Saxon times, and some towns were completely
abandoned and the buildings were left to go to ruin

+ The Anglo-Saxons
chose to live in small
villages instead,
which were often set
up by clearing away
a part of a forest.

The Anglo-Saxons
lived in family
houses which were
built around a
central hall where
the village chief
lived
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3500 BC

Maya Civilsation.

AD 1500
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AnglogSaxons and Seols
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Kingdoms

The kings of Anglo-Saxon Britain
each ruled their own kingdom and
the people in it. They also controlled
their own army. Kings constantly
fought to control other kingdoms
and defend their land. They were
known as warrior-kings.

When the Anglo-Saxons first settled
in Britain there were seven
kingdoms. However, by AD 878
there was only one kingdom left;
Wessex, ruled by King Alfred the
Great. The other kingdoms had
been overrun by the Vikings who
established their own kingdoms.

British

held
territory





